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RESTLESE NATIVES

I'm still receiving loads of questions about the Restless Natives
Soundtrac FPlease note that it has not, and will not be released under
i1t's own heading. 1. 1z available as a B side only. Unfortunately
these records have been delete but may still be svailable from Oldies
Unlimited, who advertise regularly in the music papers.
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Anyway, I think this is as good an intro as any so read on and

John is a member of Lhe tan club who because or his great writing
shills and, of course, his love tor the band (not Lo mention his
persistence) has been promoted to co-editor.
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TRIOTESE ANLD P lLIECES®

Ihis yea thers will be a new member to the Fig vountry tamily. Teny's
wite Jackie is expeching a uew arrial sometime 1u Juue
Heauwhile, Eruce's wife Jandra gave birth to o boy om Z7th March 1939

Their son is called Jamie and he was born prematurely, At birth he weighed
: “1al e unit but will be

only 4lbs 1 ouncs At present
allowed home when he weighs Slbs.

Stuart came down with o throat, noge and ear inrsctian during the ‘Peace lu
Jur 1ime' tour Julte a 18w zhows had 'O bLe postponed and re-scheduled,
but opecause o1 conlinued illness some SLGWE had to be celled
inderinately.

Blg Country and Grant Edwads Nanagement would like to apologise for anv
inconvenlence caused by this.  When there is au illness within the band
that results iu the cauncellation or dates the only thing they can do is
announce the cancellations, which they do as quickly as possible via the
bands promotion company. Again we apologlse 10! ihe many Tans who were
disappointed and we hope that the forthcoming dates will enable you to sze
them again.

I'm sure you'll all be glad to know that Stuart has made a full recovery
alter a course of sterolds and & 1ew weeks rest,

I'm sure you must have noticed that Tony Butler has put kiis hair in 'locks'
ithis type of hair style is generally associated with the Rastafarian
religion). His motives and reasons behind this change will be revealed in
issve no.l&.

During HNovember 'S& Mark took part in a small UK tow with his
brotherSteve and pop superstar Midge Ure. They toured emall venues under
the banuer 'The Flying Bees' and were billed as 'bright newcomers" by
thepromoters. [t was an ‘undercover' tour with little or no advertising to
enable Midge (who with Bob Geldor masterminded the Live Aid concert) to
recreate some oI the sougs Irow his uew album.
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HEWS UPDATE

Big Couniry Dates 1989

APRIL JURE
28th LEEDS - Universily Ist 3T AUSTELL - Cornwall Colliseum
Joth NORWICH - WEA nd GUILOFORD - Civic

ith ROTTERDAN - Nightown
Sth ENSCHILDE - Virjhof
Tih ANSTERDAN - Paradiso

MAY #h GRONINGEN - Dosterport
3th GELEEN - Henehof

Ist LOUEHBOROUGH - University 19th TILBURG - Noordeligt

Ird FOLKESTONE - Leas (litf 13th HELSINKI

dth READING - Hexagon T4tk STOCKHOLM

6th CRAWLEY - Letsure Centre 15th 050

th HANLEY - Vicloria Hall 17th NUNCHENGLADBACK - Festival

8th RAOFORD - St Georges Hall 18th BREMEN - Noderns

16th VOLVERHAMPTON - C1vis Hall 18th HANOVER - Capitel

11th NEWFDRT - Centre 20th BERLIN - Netropel

12th GLOUCESTER - Lesure Centre i2nd NUNICH - Theatrefabrit

T4th QrFORD - Agolio 2th FREIBURG - Festival

15th LONION - Brixten Acadeny 25th ST GALLEN - Festival

17th LONDON - Town & Country Club Tth TURIN

18th LONDON - Town ntry Club 26th RONE
19th CAMBRIDGE - Corn Exchange 29TH NILAN
20th S(ARBOROUEH - Fulurist Thealre

nd ABERDEEN - Capalol

3rd MVERNESS - Bo g Pavillien

4th FALKIRK - Town Hall

Z6th ELASG0Y - Barrowlands JULY

27t EDINBURGH - Playhouse

28th PRESTON - Guildhall

29th CARLISLE - Sands Centrs Ist JERSEY
st BRISTOL - 3tudio

New Videos

Sometime this yesr C(rumours have it that it will be this sumeer) a nev Big Country video entitled B4
COUNTRY “RIVER OF HOPE® will be released on DV (Compart Disc Video), Side | will featue their
‘River Of Hope' documenliy (see page 16 for review), Side 2 will fealure the band live at the Palace
0f Sports in Moscow which was recorded during their 'Peace In Our Time' world tour{Peace In Our Time -
Mastow 1988 hae already been released on video),



LLIVE HROM FTHE RINSISTAN EMBAISSSY

rhe idea of Big Counbtiy kickiung of theh "Peace In Our Fime®™ tour by going
Lo Russia was originated by Lheit monager Ton Grond You may pob tind that
very unusual because Bly  Couulyy  alonyg  with  other  acts  such  os
Status Quo and Elton John bove pieviously played ln bul, this Lime
lhere were quile a tew maju  differénces

o] Big Counlry are Lhe FIRST ever 1ok bamd o enber and piay in lhe
| wilhoul the belp of any sbtale cun wrgasisation.  lan Grant managed to pull
Lhis oft wilh Lthe help o1 Stas Namin (Stas is a mega artist who has sold
aver 40 million records in the HESSRY Htas cecured avthorization for the
shows  to be pertormed  in tromt or a standing  audience which s
unprecendented at a Soviet concet.

nhce the six dates in the USSR were rted out, lan and Alexey Nikitorov
trom the Soviet Embassy thought up the ides of promating the relesse of the
LP at the Soviet Embassy. The organization of such an event obviously took
time, effort, loads ot correspondence aud guod mopagepent skills. But 1 can
assure you lbhe cnd resolt was worth it

VLASOV

After weeks of hard work a date was sel for smber 1988, and Big
Country wrwe glven the use of the Embassy Ifrom 9 in lthe morning until
9.30pm. It was arvanged tor Big Countiy Lo parlicipate in a large press
conference, lwo @ Lhree photo sessions and o live half hour set, which B
was all to take place al the Embassy Ot The Sovlel Socailist Republ in &
London. To top it off everything was to be lelevised. b

21st Sep

Being the president of the fen club 1 was tortunale enough Lo be invited to
Lthis unlque occasion. 1 must admit, Lhe Soviel Embassy wasn'l  has
impressive as 1 thoughl Il would be. In fact it was quite average. | §
arrived Lhere with members of the bends management company al around
7.15am, where | was eatly enough to watch all the guests urrive. The guest
list was as long as my wm, including the bands families, very close
friends, all the main jowrnslists from every newspaper and magazine
imaginable, the bands agents, members of Phonogram Records, people from the
Foreign Office and the British Council, the Political Officer of the U.S.
Embassy, presenters from T.O.T.P., Relwork ¥, Super Channel, MTV, BBC Chart

Show, Night Network, 01 4 Losdow, Wogan, D.J.'s tron Radio 1, NEWS Beat,
Capiltal Radin, eba. the list is endless. All in all | think there were
_approx 250 people present polt torgetting the 1IN <(Independent Television
Kews) crew.

The almosphere was wvery good, everyone was walkiog with bated breath
: unable Lo hide their anticipation while drinks were being passed round <
. Jonly wish T had tasted some of Lthal potenl Russian Vodka).
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just arter 4.00 someone announced thal the band would start playing their %

hour set, so everyone hburried into Lhe adjoining room. The band then
proceeded Lo stun everyone with a briflient set that wenl as tollows:

Peace In Our Lime

Look Away

Biroken Heart <lIhirteen Valleys)
1000 Yard Stare

King Ut Emotion

River 01 liope

The acoustics were spot on, Stuart was in brilliant voice and all the
instruments were played with the soulful accuracy that Big Country have
always been credited for.

DOLGIKH

DEMICHEV

SOLOMENTSEV

The press conference started as soon as the set was finlshed.

Unfortunately 1 didn't have a lape recorder with me so 1 was unable to
record all the questions Lhat were asked, bul here are a few that I managed
to jot down:

Q Vho invited you Lo the USSR.

A Ve were invited by the Trust Berlin Youth Assoclation originally, but
then thought we'd arrange a tour in all the eastern countries.

Q Vhat was your main reason for going?

A ¥e went to the USSR Lo break down suspicions within the nationalities.
¥e wanted to find similarities that people have, instead ot bitching
about the differences.

Q When you were last in the East how did the crowd react?

A The crowd reacted in the same way they do here which we found very
suprising.

Q ¥ill records be available for sale over there?

A Records are not available in Russia, they will be soon but money is not

the motivation for going there. )
(7



Once the press conference was over it was time to sample the food which
was first class. Everything was running to schedule, At about 9.30 we
were clearing up and ushering the last few people out of the Embassy.
During this time ITN had filmed the complete set and part of the press
conference, they then bad to rush to the studio to get the film ready to be
edited and broadcast within the hour.

From there it was a mad dash back to the band's hotel to see "News At Ten".
Fortunately the news slarted lale because of a party political broadcast so
we didn't miss anything. Big Country were given two lead ups on the news
and at around 10.45 the band were shown singing 'Peace In Our Time'.
Stuart then had a short interview with one of the newscasters and two
Russian boys were shown playing Mark's drums.

The event was a complete success.
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"TMONSTORISED BY THE AMBIENCE®™

OR

"BEHIND THE SCENES"™ WITH THE CREW!

well and truly on the road, the Behind the scenes section
for this iscue is devoted %o looking at the Big Country Show, how it's put
an and what exactly the roadcrew have to do. What follows is an account of
bow the show is put on to the actual performance coupled with an nterview
with three members of the roadciew - Rom Maningley, John Rapkin and Pete
Keane.

With Elg Coun

The report s s on February Znd at the Britannia Hotel where I was due to
meet the crew in the bar (whers else!) on one of their well earned days off.
The three members I was due to interview seemed in excellent spirits and I
knew that the fnterview would go well. 5o, before we find out about putting
the show on itseli, you better know what Ron, Pete and John actually do.

Ron’s job is “Stage Manager".

“I'm one of thase trom the load-in, wWhen the trucks are unloaded - making
sure things are going up roughly in the right place and naking sure we

keep some kind of time schedule. Then I put on my backline hat. I look
after the drums wire the bass up and make sure the guitars are working
properly. &Same thing again with the keyboard. And then I'm there for the
load out". Pete and John look after Bruce and Stuart respectively in that
Pete sets up Bruce's gear, "I wire it all up, | look after the equipment, I
maintain and tune line guitars and make sure his gear happens every night".
Jobn does the same with Stuart's gear.ilready we see that whilst many of us
may dream about being a member of the rcadcrew, in reality the hours are
dreadfully long and there is a lot of hard work involved - plus a lot of
technical knowledge of the equiptment you are using. The typical day for
these people starts at 9.00am when the trucks are unloaded and the
equiptment is set up (n the theatre. First of all the lighting rig it put
into position. Following this the backline is set up together with
theactual equipment. At this stage everything may seem fine, but this is
where all the technical bits and pieces happen. When everything is set up
then all the equipment has to be checked to make sure it is working, and
all the lighte have to be checked and positioned. You must remember that
every venue is different and therefore the angles and positioning of the
lights have to be done at every venue. Problems such as changing the bulbs
and checking that every light works are probably forgotten by the public at
large. With the adjustments and checks made to the lighting ¢ we're
talking about 3.00pm now!) the sound engineers come into action. They make
sure all the sound and the P.A. systems work correctly as well as being
responsible for the actual sound quality on the night. Vhilst this is going
on the crew are busy checkiug Stuart's gear, Bruce's gear and doing what

(11)






they said they did. Again you can see there is plenty of room for problems
to occur whether it be Irom merely re-wiring a guitar or changing a drum
skin to the actual equipment failure - all this has to be found out at this
stage, before the group arrive to do their soundcheck - this happens at
about 4.30pm. The band individually check their gear and make sure they
are happy with this beiore they run through a few songs. In the meantime
the =ound engineers are making turther final adjustments to the sound.
After Big Country have soundchecked the support band do the same. At this
stage we have a show - everyone should be happy as the doors open at 7pm.
This i= when the crew actually get a break as the support band generally
bring their own roadies. Ihen the crew have to be on hand during the Big
Country performance in case of problems. They also keep a check on the
equiptment during the gig - all of which makes the guitar change over's
during the gig that bit more eiriciemt! Then, of course, the equiptment is
dismantled and put back in the trucks. On a lot of occasions tor most) the
crew travel in "Hotel Voloo" <(Ron’s phrase not mine) in that they get
theirsleep en-route to the next venue, unless they have a night off where
they can get a nights rest in the hotel. So, with the dairy of the day
completed, what do the crew have to say about their jabs. I'm sure you
agree that this is no easy job. lherefore my tirst question was why do you
do 1t -

TRANSAM TRUCKING LIMITED

John "1 dunno, we do it because we enjoy it I suppose. It's a way
of lirze - you've been doing it for years and you enjoy it. You
know, you turn round to a man warking in a pit and say ‘why do
you do this? - he won't say for the money really because there
is no money, what he'll say at the end of the day, is that he
enjoys the company of the other people who do it - and
therefore he enjoys the life. Ve enjoy the life”

Ron "It makes it a comradeship".

Bo far the job sounds like hard work, long hours but many people still
dream of doing what you're doing.

John "This is a burning thing isn't it. Everybody thinks that
people wanna do what we do, but once they do it they dom't
wanna do it. It takes a special breed of man.... If you can

put up with all the hassles".

Ron “Then you're halfway there".

John “But we always have an amazingly good time. As I said it's
about comradeship. It's about doing the dirty on anyone you
can*,

Ron “Before they do it on you".

John "Mess each other up as much as we can".

Ron "Then laugh at the end of the day".

(13)



Robertson Taylor Insurance Brokers Ltd.

Jahn "You see, at the end of the day, ir something goes wrong with
our gear, we all help each other out, and that's the name o1
the game. Unless you're willing to do that. Unless you're

willing to become part or a team, you're mucked up...."

Already we've seen what goes into putting a show on, but what are the
regular problems that we encountered on tour.?

John "Having to get up at 2.00am thats a real problem. lhe next
problem 1s that I've got to get the gear up. Everyday we
encounter ditterent problems...."

John “We're doing a tour at the moment which is sold out. And we're
doing some amazingly good venues and some amazingly ‘ungood'
venues",

Ron "You see we have a hell of a lot of equipment and we need

space to put it up and we need space to work, and some stages
are so small that you just get the bare minimum on...."

John "You get the drum rise and everything piles on the drum rise,
but every gig happens, every gig works..."

Ron "And at the end of the day thats what our mob is about".

John “Thats what we're enmployed to do - to make sure the gig
happens and that's it. Everything else is immaterial. The gig
must happen".

So from the crew's point of view what has the 'Peace In Our Time' tour been
like so far?

John "I would say this tour has been really good as far as
band/punter sort of thing. It's been amazing.... | haven't seen
a tour like this since | worked with Duran. Admittedly it was
larger venues with Duran, I mean the contact or response
between the band and punters is a great reaction. It's been
quite amazing from that point of view".

Ron “It's nice to work with a band where you get that kind of
reaction",

Pete "The band appreciate your work as well”,

Ron "If you've worked well and you've worked hard it's a shake of

the hand and well done chaps. It's great".

John "If something goes down, the band do realise it's not our
problem. You know if a piece of equipment is not working
right".

Ron “They know these things happen and they let us deal with {t".

COACH HIRE

) . o
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"Moscow was amazing. It was Stuarts gear that went down and
they went on stage 3 times. but at no time did Stuart blame
me. He was as uwuch in the dark as [ was!"

The crew do seem Lo have a lat of laughs an the road, so an obvious

question was to find out about any funny stories they could recall:

Ran "Well there's Roy! Roy was a dead person who joined us in the
states, that was quite funny. He came over to the states with
us in a flight case, his last wish was to be scattered in the
states. 5o he came with us to the states and he toured with
us Ior 2% weeks. He had his own pass, he had his own hat onm,
he spent nights at the bar with us, worked with us at every
gig. He was... how do you say... the backbone of the crew. He
was good fun. He suprised a lot of Americans - Especially
when we asked one to take him to church on Sunday!!"

Well thats about it folks. I hope you've found this Behind The Scenes a
good insight into what goes into making a tour happen and how hard these
lads work on your bebalf. Thank you to Pete, John and Ron who gave up
their evening off to be interviewed. They made me feel very welcome on my
two days with them and were a lot of help during their busy schedule. They
all agreed that this tour is working very smoothly so I hope you enjoy or
enjoyed it. Have you been monstorised by the Ambience yet?!

ir g

SOLO

AGENCY
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BOONTRY

4 COUNTAT, STRANGE AND ALIEN TO TOUR O,

YOU ARE TO ENTI

vE
HAVE ALL BEEN INDOCTRINATED IN WEST/EAST PROPAGANDA SINCE CHILD-

HOOD, AS KAVE THE SOVIET PECPLE, VICE VERSA. WOMEVER THE SOVIETS
HAVE HAD THEIR COUSTRY SHIELOED FAOM BEKIND THE *INON CURTATR'
AND THEHEFORE THE PEOPLE ONLY XNOW THEIR WK WATS AND SysTems,
TAUGHT TO THEM WITHIN THE SYSTem.

THEREFORE WE 4SK YOU TO BE PATIENT, UNDEASTANDING IN ANY SITUATION
THAT WAY BE SCMEWHAT EXASPEAATING OR OF DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCE.
ANY OTHER REACTION 15 OF IGNORANCE AND/OR ARROGANCE

VE FEEL MIKHAIL GORBACHOV 15 WAKING PROGRESS IN IS OMN TINE,

MAKE YOUR OWN WIND UP, IF YOU CANE, BUT, AT LEAST AT VERY LEAST
THIS EVENT 15 A TESTINONY OF 'COODMI
PEOPLE OF TWO COUNTRIES THAT HAVE
SINCE THE LAST WAR WHEK THEY VERE OUR ESSENTIAL ALLY.

HAYE AN ADVENTUROUS TRIPS
AN GRANT

GRANT ELVARDS MANACEMENT
BIG COUNTRY

e i Givs G

ARRFAERRERGIRAREN

1y 1 1 bap 01 Zoodles at
o1 wtam  Records [he bag
1L Roll oi Toilet Paper

1 i-Shirt
1 Tub o1 Caviar
1 Balh Plug

30ME usEPUL TIPS

SOONTRY

ON ARRIVAL AT THE RGSSIA HOTEL, EACH BUS CAFTAIN WILL HAVE
ALMEADT COLLECTED EVEAYONE'S PASSPORT. THE FASSPORTS WILL BE
COLLECTED BY BABRY WEAD (OF GRANT/EDWARDS MANAGEMENT) AND WELD
AT THE PASSPORT SECTION OF THE KOTEL. YOU WILL NOW BE GIVEN

A CARD. THIS CAMD INFORMS YOU OF YOUR FLOOR LEVEL AND ROGH
WUMBER. TOU THEN HAND IN THIS CARD AT THE RECEPTION AREA ON
TOUR FLOOR LEVEL, AND YOU WILL BE HANDED YOUR KEY. YOUR PASS-
PORT IS RETURNED ON DEFARTURE.

N5 YOU HAVE TO HAND THE KEY IN AND RECEIVE TOU CARD EVERY TINE YOU
LEAVE TME HOTEL, OTMERWISE YOU WILL WOT BE ALLOWED IN THE WOTEL.
EACH HOOM HAS ITS CWN DIRECT TELEPHONE NUMBER. FOU CANNOT DIAL
OUT ON IN YIA THE HOTEL SWITCHBOARD. EXPECT TO WAIT 1 - 1} HOURS
FOR YOUR CONNECTION TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD

2. CUBRENCY
£1 & 1.06 ROUBLES
WAITERS WILL HASSLE YOU. RATE? L1 » & ROUBLES.
I0U_ASE NOT ALLOWED 10 TAKE ROUBLES OUT OF THE COUNTRY

EEEERARERAER AN

As you know, to receilve your uews sStories vou must send a stamped
addressed envelope to me with 'Hot News' writien on the envelope. Despite
the amount o1 limes you've bLeen teminded ot Lhis, I still only receive

a respouns

1rom 50% ot Country Club's members

as @an incentive o you ta send me your news envelopes, ['m going 1o

t a 'Hot News Draw'. All you have to do 1s send in your envelopes which

L will p in a big bag. Just before | send out your news stories | will
dip my hand in this very tull bay «for your sakes [ hope it's full) and

take out an envelope. [he name that

I pull out will receive a prize.

\he prize for the 1irst ‘'Hot Hews Draw' will be the Russian goodies bag as

mentioned above.
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Loy test Big

What is the

How any formats of "Ou

relea

Name the 9 Big Country tr

How many trac

Big

operation of some
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e else (u

Country

e Great

a

Country

P oun

track

wiser

Thin

“Laok Away" and

that have titles beginning with

til and including "Peace I

Name 7 producers who have produced Big Country Records?

What are the catalogue nu

"Broken Heart
"Where The Rose Is
"Peace In Qur Time"

and whal were thelr release da

Thirteen

There have been 3 Big Country

they?

There is a track on
almost identical chorus
tracks?

Name the 6 songs Big Country played at

September lasi year? (eas

How many extra tracks w

Big

¥

ere on

Country 1 4
to a previous Big Country Single.

the following Big Cauntry

" Double Pakc
2" Live Edition

les released on 7" and

;le and C.D.

X

the tollowing quesUnns mul send your answers to within 8 weeks of
1/69 on your emnvelope.’

"Broken Heart" were

th "The"?

praoduced themselves or produced with
n Our Time",

records;

red vinyl/poster pack

12" only.

single that
What are

the Russian Embassy, London on

all the tormats (not including title
"King Of Emotion" and "Where The Rose Is Sown"?

What Big Country songs are these lines taken from:-

"And 1 rind the enem

y has to

1eel the same as me."
and

"Laugh now, while the fire heats the iron so cold"

"There's no time to

I will be here agaln.

xplain,

and

and
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5, spilling more salt
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chart placing in America as 1t did in the

very year since 194g.
Reagan in mind L

J At least 1 Country record has been released 1u every wonth ot the year

except December . :
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19, Iwo Big Country songs were written with Ra

£,
The person who answers most (i1 not all) ot the above questions correctly, will
receive the following prize:-

i a reproduction of the artwork on the "Peace in Uur Time® LP. (This 1s on a
board that is 20"X 38" in size)

i1 A reproduction of the artwork on the "Broken Heart (Thirteen Valleys)® single.

111 "The Seer® Live In New York video (VHS tformat)

iv 1 signed b/w picture

vi 1 T Shirt
vii a couple of posters W

Three runners up will receive a signed b/w photo, a reproduction of the artwork on
the "Broken Heart (Thirteeen Valleys)" and a t-shirt.

COMPETITIOF SENT IN BY JOHN McKINSTRY, SCOTILLAND VHO YILL
ALSO RECEIVE A PRIZE.
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BIG COUNTRY TOUR SETS

What follows is a list of general tour sets that Big Country bave
performed since 1903 lhis uld give you a chance to see how Big
shanges cver the years and where your favourite

Country's sets have
songs were dropped from the set,

Please bear 1n mind that these are Lhe general sets and that all the
slight amendments | know about I have included. So please don't kill me
if you' besn Lo a giyg where the set has been slightly different to
that listed, or if an extra encare was played. If anyone knaows the set
to the "Crossing The Country Tour 1983", then please send this in as
this is the only set I couldn't find out about.

"Crossing The Fall Tour" - Sept 1983"

1000 Stare

Angel Park
Close Action
Balcony

Lost Patrol

In A Big Country
The Storm
Porrohman
Chance

Inwards

Fields Or Fire

Heart & Soul
Harvest Home

Tracks Ot My Tears
In A Big Country

Barrowland New Years Eve gig - BALCONY replaced with WONDERLAND.
HEART & 30UL was occasionally replaced with THE CROSSING.

Length of set - 1% hours
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"Town And Country® Tour - Oct/Dec 1984

On the December ley of the tour FLAME OF THE WEST took the place of EA
CLOSE ACTION was dropped and EAST OF EDEW tock its place in

OF EDEN.
the set JUST A SHADOW was inserted after
Length of the zet - 2 Hours

Raindance
wonderland

Last Fatrol
Heel tawn

East 0Of Eden
Tiwards

Aungle Fark

Tn A Big Countiy
[he Storm

Chance

Where The Rose Is Sown
Come Back To Me
1000 Stars
Harvest Home

Close Action
Porrobman

Tracks Of My Tears
Fields Of Fire

"The Seer" Tour - Mar/June/Dec 1986

Wonderland
Fields Of Fire
Where The Rose Is Sown
Raindance
Rewenbrance Day
I ¥Walk The Hill
Just A Shadow
Steeltown

Look Away
Chance

Porrohman

The Teacher

In & Big Country
Inwards

Harvest Home

(21)
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Flame Of The Vest
The Storm

Lost Patrol

Tracks Of My Tears
Fields Of Fire (scratch versiom)

On the June leg of the tour, HONKY TONK WOMAN was played with/replaced
by TRACKS OF MY TEARS. RAINDANCE was dropped quite early on in the
tour.

For the 'Whistle Test' gig at Reading Hexagon, JUST A SHADOW was placed
before LOST PATROL. RAINDANCE and PORROHMAN were dropped for this gig.

On the .De‘cenher leg of the tour, ONE GREAT THING replaced FLAME OF THE
WEST, RESTLESS MATIVES followed by THE STORM <(this was introduced on the
European leg of the tour) and THE SEER was added to the set.

length of set - 2 1/4 hours

*"THE UNDER WRAPS® TOUR - DECEMBER 1987

Restless Natives

I Valk The Hill
Vhere The Rose Is Sown
Time For Leaving
Wonderland

Look Away

Thousand Yard Stare
Just A Shadow
Stealtown

Starred And Crossed
The Seer

Porrohman

Peace In Our Time
In A Big Country
Chance

Fields Of Fire

Lost Patrol

The Storm
Harvest Home

Inlawards
Tracks 0f My Tears
Honky Tonk Woman (played at most venues)

Length of set - 2 1/4 - 2% hours
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\Aﬁ BRUCE & SANDRA *'TIE THE KNOT®*

Rl PP

On Saturday 9th April 19¢8 Bruce Watson finally tied the kuot withSandra
McCallistar atfter 8 years of courting (three of which they were engaged
for) but to say the weddiug was spontanceous is an understatement.

Eruce and Sandra had oiften talked about getting married and in 1988
they decided that they would definitely take the plunge, either when

Sandra joined Bruce in Los Angeles ( where Peace In Our Time was being
e put together) or when he returned to Scotland. When Sandra joined him
4 on 7th April they realised "the right time was now"

On Vednesday 6th April they told Ian Grant that they had decided to get
married the <following Saturday. Ian was thus landed with the
responsibility of organising everything. Anyone who knows anything about
weddings must know that it's suicidal to try to organise such an event
in 3 days, but I'm pleased to say they managed to suceed without any

The ceremony and reception was to take place on the roof of the
apartment the band were staying at.

THE VENUE

THE VICAR

Because they decided not to go for a registry office they had to find
someone to marry them, and what other suitable place to find a vicar but
in THE YELLOW PAGES. Yes, Ian got hold of a vicar via the yellow pages.

THE VEDDING DRESS

Apparently L.A. isn't the best place to go shopping ior a wedding dress
expecially when you go shopping tor it the evening before the big day.
Sandra said, "...all the dresses we're absolutely horrendous. They all
had bangles and stuff hanging from them, so I ended up buying my dress
Irom Laura Ashley".

THE WEDDING CAEE
The less said about this the better. I don't think I should incriminate
anyone by mentioning who bought the cake. All I can say it hat it was

bought from an "X Rated' shop, so the design didn't leave much to the
imagination.....

love



THE FLOWERS

Barry four manager
Tony Bass player

Mark Drummerx

Bruce - Bridegroom

lan - Manager

Debbie - lan's wife
Kirsty - Ian's daughter
Joella -~ Tony's daughter

Bud & Vera -
they run the appartment

llad to look for the ribbons
Had to sort out the lunch

Had to pay the licence for the wedding
to take place

Didn't dn anything, he was too busy being
a nervous wreck,

Uverseer of the whole event hLe also
gave Sandra away

Matron of honour

Flower girl

Flower girl

Arranged for a landscape gardener to plant

tlovers everywhere and had helium filled
purple and lime baloons everywhere




to be narvous or think about
it was

be there but beca
was impossible. But I'm glad it
was different and very special.
it all again. HNothing like i1t
to top it all the weather was

of champagne and dancing
pi &

Do's were said and there

pton records

So if you want cial' touch contact the Grant
Bdwards Marria

o




THE R.E.L. TAPES

12" REVIEW

Those of you who have been paying attention
to Big Country's recent releases will have
noticed that the B Sides and 12" extras
have all been taken from the *R.E.L. Tapes".
RE.L. Tapes are the unused demo's for the
"Peace In Our Time" album. They are called
the R.E.L. Tapes because a lot of the
preproduction (eg demoing) took place at the
R.E.L. Studios in Edinburgh.

Those who . have been collecting the current
12" series-will realise that if you collect
all 4 of the singles, you will actually end
up with another L.P's worth of material
which to the ardent Big Country fan is a
great bonus.

What the demo's certainly highlight is the
more experimental and carefree side to Big
Country. The music on occasions seems to
be more of a jamming session, and in the
main songs are recorded live ifrom one of
the takes, rather than the structured
layering of the tracks, which is usually the
case when the actual recording of the album
takes place. Therefore, what we are
actually hearing on these tapes is Big
Country in their rawest stage, and this
certainly enhances the persanal feel of the
SODgs. On some of the songs you can
actually hear vibrations on the drum skins,
which has been created by the sound. This
would never occur in the proper recording
process. What all this leads to is that
these are tracks in their raw, live state
and they are brilliant.

The KING OF EMOTIOF single features THE
TRAVELLERS, a jiggy instrumental track
which falls into the experimental categary

for Big Country. Personally, I thought
Andy's comments on issue 16 summed this
track up brilliantly - "a gig that would

(26)
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SIDE ONE
KING OF EMoTION
SIDE Two
THE TRAVELLERS
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YOUR CREATIVE NATURE
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ING "PRESS CUTTINGS

PLAYING IN RUSSIA
This was brilliant. We played a gig
in East Berlin once and it went so
well that we were asked to come
and play in Russia. Not only did

Performing behind the Iron Curtain and going doolally as
Dunfermiine won the Scattish Football Cup are a 3
among Stuart Adamson’s favourite days. Andrew Fleming 8
meels the man from Big Country (in Russia, to be
precise) fo find ouf more.

on 30th

we think it would be a great
experience, but the trip would fit
in well with the sentiments of the
album (Big Country's album is
called Peace In Our Time). One of
the gigs was held in an ice-rink
on the outskirts of Moscow. At
the beginning. the audience were
a bit reserved, but as we got well
into it. they got wilder and wilder.
At one paint even the soldiers
were dancing. which just summed
up the whole point of caming
over here

The most amazing thing about
Moscow is the architacturs, it's
breathtaking. | generally
though, they're well behind Britain
and many other parts of the
world. | mean the food is very
basic — stale bread and apple
Juice for breakfast. The band
would love to come back hers
some day, though.

MEETING SANDRA, HIS WIFE
was still & teenager in

Dunermiine when | met Sandra
Friends and | would go down to
this dancing club called The Roxy
ind we met each other one
evening. It wasn't exacty love at
first sight though, we were friends
for quite a while first. and we
vent out for ages b
Jecided to get ma if | can
emember right, it wasn't a get
down-on-one-knee job — after a
while. bath of us just knew we
were going 1o get married.




GETTING HITCHED
| can remember being so nervous
on our wedding day. My best man
and | got all dressec up in thess
morning suits and looked really
smart. The worst thing about the
wedding was making the speech
4l the really posh reception after

George Bast e
the wedding. | can sing in frant of
thousands of people, but making
the speech to thank everyone was
s0 nerve-wracking. The funniest
bit of the wedding was when we
went te this hotel for our
honeymoon. | found out that
George Best ifamous old crinkly
footbatier) was staying in the

same hotel as us. so | was more
interested in geiting a glimpse of
George than spending time with
Sandra! No. that's aof true

PASSING HIS MOTORBIKE
EST

| think | was the first person sver
to fail my motorbike test in
Dunfermline! It used to be so
easy up there — all you had fo
do was take the bike round
cones and you'd pass. | faile

Finally | passad ‘nu‘gn and it

driving along in the freez
with the wind rushing past yos
face. It's 5o invigorating. 50

re"eshmg and you feel eal‘, free

in a\al. 've got 8 couple of
bikes at the moment up in

Scotland and | go out on them as
often as | get the chance. Sandra
does tend lo warry when I'm out
| think bikes are safe as long as

you don’t do anything silly.

HIS YOUNGSTERS BEING
ORN

Unfortunately | was somewhere in
Europe when our first kid was
born. | got a phone call from my
mother-in-law telling me ihat
Sandra had just had Callum (now
aged six), and it was the weirdest
experience, knowing that we'd
become parents. Suddenly
was this added responsibili
didn't get to see him for ages.
cause | was on four with the
band

When our daughter Kirsten
(now three) was born. | was at the
Dirth, which is the strangest
experience ever. | think it's a very
Tnatherichild experiance which
men will never really be able to
understand. The children are great
ily the best thing that's ever
happened to Sandre and my:
They're quite clever a5 wel,

DUNFERMLINE WINNING THE
SCOTTISH FOOTBALL CUP
've been going io see
Dunfermiine, my local football
team, since as far back as | can
remember. Al ane point | was wall
into it — | had the scarf and
everything. The year they won the
cup was just unbelievable. | can
remember every minute of the
§ame and when they won there
was the most massive cheer ever
The 1own was mad that night. All
the shops on the main road put
up congratulations banners on

(33)

their windows and the team came
rcna 0on an open-top bus with
Cup. Everyone was going mad
and see the team play
whenever | get the chance, with
ny Brothers-in-law and my father
n-law. I'm still & keen supporter

ANY CHRISTMAS DAY
| get weil into Christmas. As a
youngster | loved it. and it's
brilliant playing Father Christmas
to Calum and Kirsten. | loved
halw"r Up as a kid to find that
Chrisimas had been. | can't
what the kids are getting
this year, ‘cause no doubt they Il
see this and that'd spoil the
surpri
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